In order to define an accurate assay for anti adenovirus antibody detection, a recently developed ELISA was compared with IFA and CF. On 58 sera, the ELISA was more sensitive than both CF and IFA, which showed relative sensitivities of 63% and 94% . respectively. It was not possible to determine the exact specificity of the tests because of the lack of a gold standard. Furthermore, the ELISA was used to define the prevalence of adenovirus antibodies in 116 infants between 1 and 24 months old (mean 7.28). The data showed that maternal antibodies waned by the age of 5 to 6 months and that more than 80% of the children had been infected by adenoviruses by the age of 10 months.
Laboratory diagnosis of adenovirus infec tions has relied on recognition of cytopathic effect in tissue culture, monoclonal antibodies mediated rapid detection 5 6 or significant increases of antibody titers in paired sera. Anti-Ad IgM antibody assays have not yet been standardized.
With the recent advances in antiviral therapy, sensitive diagnostic methods are needed to dis close the infectious agents early in the course of the disease and to determine the candidates to antiviral prophylaxis 10 .
The goal of the present study was to test the diagnostic accuracy of an IgG anti-Ad ELI SA developed in our laboratory. We also exami
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Antibody detection.
The complement fixation (CF) technique used for anti-Ad antibody determinations was already published 13 .
ELISA for anti-Ad antibodies was adapted from a previous publication 14 . Briefly, the anti 
RESULTS

Comparative analysis of ELISA, CF and
IFA for anti-Ad antibodies detection.
In order to determine the diagnostic power of the newly developed anti-Ad ELISA, 58 sera obtained from patients with clinically suspected adenovirus infection were tested for specific an tibodies using ELISA, as well as previously esta blished IFA and CF. 
10, 11
In conclusion, our data have demonstrated that ELISA is a highly sensitive test for anti-Ad antibodies detection, superior to CF and IFA.
We have also shown that adenoviruses start to spread, in São Paulo, at very early ages and that more than 80% of the children are at risk of reactivation upon immunosuppression. 
